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The Local Plan needs to allocate land for new housing development to meet the long 
term needs of the District in places where people will want to live, which are good for 
the economy and close to jobs and which will cause the least harm to the built and 
natural environment.  Chapters 3: Development Needs and 4: Spatial Strategy have 
explored the options for housing levels over the next 20 years and where it should be 
focused which gives us an indication of the amount of additional housing that would 
need to be allocated in addition to what is already planned.  In summary, the options 
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We have listened to feedback from Parish Councils at recent workshops about 
their concerns at loss of green spaces in villages (an issue we address in Chapter 
8: Protecting and Enhancing the Natural and Historic Environment), sometimes 
through development within village frameworks because development cannot be 
provided on the edge of a village under current policy.  We explore the approach to 
village development, including village frameworks, in Chapter 4: Spatial Strategy.   
Feedback on these issues will help inform the Council’s approach in the new Local 
Plan.
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across the District for consultation that could potentially provide housing.  We have 
drawn on our Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) of the sites 
proposed to us for development through the “Call for Sites” process in 2011 to 
help us do this, together with the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of each site and a 
summary assessment that draws together the two assessments and reaches a view 
on the ‘Sustainable Development Potential’ of each site . Appendix 6 of the SHLAA 
document includes detailed assessments of all sites and can be viewed on our 
website: www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/shlaa. Annexes 1 and 2 of the Initial Sustainability 
Appraisal Report include detailed sustainability appraisals of all sites and the 
summary assessment for each site and can be viewed on our website: www.scambs.
gov.uk/ldf/localplan

A wide range of matters have been taken into account in selecting the site options, 
including whether the proposal is in a sustainable location, meaning it is at a town or 
village having good services and facilities and has good access to public transport. 
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townscape, biodiversity, heritage assets, the viability of development, and whether it 
could be relied upon to deliver over the plan period.  We highlight where a site option 
would involve the loss of an existing employment area, and that this needs to be 
carefully balanced with wider employment objectives.  
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The site options cover a range of scales and locations of development from new 
settlement options to village development of varying sizes, to provide a genuine 
choice in moving to a preferred set of sites in the Local Plan.  The sustainability 
appraisal has guided us to include sites at the larger and better served villages.  
Therefore Green and Amber sites at the larger better served villages, including 
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not been put forward for consultation given the number of dwellings available at a 
range of sites in more sustainable locations. There may be smaller villages where the 
local community is interested in having some additional development, and we ask at 
Chapter 4; Spatial Strategy for local communities to let us know how the Local Plan 
can help respond to local aspirations.

A different approach is taken to land in the Green Belt on the edge of Cambridge.  
A co-ordinated approach is being taken with Cambridge City Council to look at 
broad locations in the Green Belt around Cambridge in this consultation, rather than 
potential development sites, as explained in Chapter 4.  

5.6

5.7

Issue 16: Development Options

� The following list sets out 52 site options for consultation.  The Green  
 (G) indicates more sustainable sites with development potential   
 (few constraints or adverse impacts), and Amber (A) indicates less   
 sustainable sites, but where there is still development potential   
 (some constraints or adverse impacts).  The site boundaries and   
 approximate dwelling capacities are indicative at this stage in the   
 Local Plan making process and the capacities should be read   
 alongside the options for development needs set out in    
 Chapter 3: Development Needs in Issue 4.
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proposed: 

� Northstowe Reserve - Option to allocate the current reserved land at  
� ����������������������������������������	�����
�����������	�� �
 development of 1,500 homes includes a development  framework   
 plan for the whole new town, including the current reserve site.    
 Allocation of the reserve land would be unlikely to provide additional  
� ����������������������#X�?�������#������#��`�"�?���������������������
 is developed.
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� Waterbeach - Two options for a new town at Waterbeach based on  
 the MOD Barracks site (one larger, one smaller) and a third option to  
 redevelop just the built area of the Barracks site which would be a   
 large village extension rather than a new settlement.  New settlements  
 take a long time to come forward and are only likely to provide housing  
 towards the latter part of the plan period.

� U��������	��� - Option for a new village with both the landowner and a  
 developer putting in proposals.  New settlements take a long time  to  
 come forward and are only likely to provide housing towards the latter  
 part of the plan period.

It then looks at possible sites at villages.  These are listed in the order of the 
village category assessment at Appendix 3 (dealt with in Chapter 4: Spatial 
Strategy). Some villages have more than one site option. Site options are 
proposed at:
� Sawston
� Histon & Impington
� Cambourne
� Great Shelford & Stapleford
� Cottenham
� Fulbourn
� Linton
� Melbourn
� Gamlingay
� Milton
� Swavesey
� Bassingbourn
� Girton 
� Comberton
� Papworth Everard
� Willingham

� Waterbeach

The site options provide for up to 23,000 homes (taking the larger number 
where there are alternatives).  However, this includes the whole of new 
settlements, and as said above, it is not realistic to expect such sites to 
provide housing until the latter part of the plan period, and their contribution 
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Figure 8: Map showing the location of the site options being proposed

Question 16:  

A: Which of the site options do you support or object to and why?

Please provide any comments.

B: Are there any other sites that we should consider? (These could  
 be sites already submitted through the “Call for Sites” process or  
 new sites).  

Please provide any comments. 
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